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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to the Amendment filed on 1 0/1 0/2006. 

2. Claims 1 - 3, 5, 9 - 1 1 , 1 3 - 24, and 26 were amended. Claims 4, and 25 were 
canceled. Claims 27 - 31 were added. 

3. This action is made Final. 

4. Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 24, 26 - 31 are pending in this application. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1 - 3, 5, 9 - 1 1 , 13 - 24, 
and 26 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Claim 1 - 3, 5 - 24, 26, and 28 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Broadbent et al. (Broadbent hereinafter) (US Patent App. 
Pub. 2001/0047326 A1 , published: November 29, 2001 ), in view of Fay et al. (Fay 
hereinafter) (US Patent App. Pub. 2002/0188540 A1, filed: June 8, 2001), and 
further in view Esposito (US Patent App. Pub. No. 2001/0051906 A1, filed May 1, 
2001). 



Regarding Claim 1, Broadbent discloses a computerized system for producing a 
domestic relations order comprising: 

a receiver for receiving information (Figure 4A, item 401, Page 9, [0123], lines 3 
- 8, Broadbent 1 ). However, Broadbent does not expressly disclose a domestic relations 
order. On the other hand, Fay discloses a receiver for receiving information relating to a 
domestic relations order (Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; 
respectively, Fay). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to Incorporate the Fay's teachings to the system of 
Broadbent. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Fay 
(Page 2, [0012] and [0014], lines 1 - 3 and 3 - 5; respectively, Fay), to provide a user 
with a plurality of periodic retirement income payments; and to provide a defined 
retirement benefit which will guarantee an individual a minimum defined income level 
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upon individual's retirement. In addition, both of the references (Broadbent and Fay) 
teach features that are directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field 
of endeavor of database management system, such as, authorization, results creation 
based on received information, and rules module. This relation between both of the 
references highly suggests an expectation of success. 

The combination of Broadbent in view of Fay furthermore discloses that: 

said information comprising an alternate payee (Figure 22, "Married to (which co- 
borrower)", Broadbent). 

However, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay is silent with respect to 
court information. On the other hand, Esposito discloses a system similar to the 
combination of Broadbent in view of Fay's including: court information (Page 1, [0008], 
lines 5-7 and 21-29; Esposito). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Esposito's teachings to the system the 
combination of Broadbent in view of Fay. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to 
do so, as suggested by Esposito (Page 1 , [0008], lines 14 - 19 and 23 - 25, Esposito), 
to offer a simplified compliance with federal and state rules (through an artificial 
intelligence that can identify a particular event that has occurred with respect to a 
particular employee benefit plan, and a particular employee who must receive a 
particular document and in what manner and when); and to avoid potential penalties 
assessed by a federal court or government agency for non-compliance. In addition, the 



1 Wherein examiner interprets information, such as, input borrower, property and originator date as the 
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applied references (Broadbent, Fay, and Esposito) teach features that are directed to 
analogous art and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, such as, databases 
management systems, compliance rules for documents, and employee benefit plans. 
This close relation between the applied references highly suggests an expectation of . 
success. 

Furthermore, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and futher in view of 
Esposito discloses: 

a rules engine in communication with the receiver for selecting sample text 
passages (Page 9, [0120], lines 10-17, Broadbent; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14-25, 
Esposito); and 

a document assembler for automatically incorporating a first subset of the sample 
text passage {Page 9, [0120], lines 10-17, Broadbent; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14 - 
25, Esposito) and a second subset of the received information comprising the alternate 
payee (Figure 22, "Married to (which co-borrower)", Broadbent) and the court 
information into a court-compliant domestic relations order for submission to a court 
(Figure 18, "loan programs that fit the criteria you entered on the previous pages", Page 
10, [0125], lines 5-9, Broadbent 2 ; Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 
8; respectively, Fay; and Page 1, [0008], lines 8-13, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein a subset of the received information 



information relating to a domestic relation order claimed. 
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comprises information associated with a participant in an employee benefit plan (Page 
7, [0096], lines 7-9, employment agreement, Broadbent; and Page 1 , [0008], lines 8 - 
13, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 3, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein, received information comprises 
information associated with a legal representative of the participant (Figure 30, 
"Welcome, Joe Realtor", Page 7, [0097], lines 1 - 7, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 5, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein, the received information comprises 
information associated with a legal representative of the alternate payee (Figure 22 and 
30, Page 7, [0097], lines 1 - 7, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system further including a data storage device for storing 
rules relating to a domestic relations order (Page 4 and 16, [0051] and [0202], lines 1 - 
6 and 1 - 3; respectively, Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 
and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay). 



2 Wherein the step of displaying specific loan programs (as in Figure 18, Broadbent) corresponds to the 
step of selecting a subset of the sample text passages claimed. 
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Regarding Claim 7, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the data storage device further stores 
sample text passages (Figure 5 and 22, item 543 and "save" in Figure 22, Page 20, 
[0219], lines 17-22; respectively, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the sample text passages relate to a 
domestic relations order (Figure 5 and 22, item 543 and "save" in Figure 22, Page 20, 
[0219], lines 17-22; respectively, Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], 
lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay). 

Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the rules engine further selects a first 
subset of the sample text passages based, at least in part, on the stored rules (Page 9, 
[0120], lines 10-17, Broadbent; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14 - 25, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the rules engine further selects a first 
subset of the sample text passages based, at least in part, on the received information 



E. 
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(Figure 18, "loan programs that fit the criteria you entered on the previous pages", Page 
10, [0125], lines 5-9, Broadbent 3 ; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14-25, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the document assembler receives 
additional information from the data storage device, the additional information having 
been previously included in a domestic relations order (Page 13, [0177], lines 8-13, 
the previous 'override' application, Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], 
lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay). 

Regarding Claim 1 2, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system further comprising an administrative module for 
maintaining the rules engine (Page 4, [0051], lines 1 - 4, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 13, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a computerized method for producing a domestic relations 
order, comprising: 

providing a plurality of sample text passages relating to domestic relations orders 
(Figure 23, "1234 any Street", Broadbent 4 ; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 
- 6 and 1-8; respectively, Fay), the sample text passages including embedded 

3 Wherein the step of displaying specific loan programs (as in Figure 18, Broadbent) corresponds to the 
step of selecting a subset of the sample text passages claimed. 
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parameters (Figure 23, Current Street Address, Broadbent 5 ) comprising an alternate 
payee Figure 22, "Married to (which co-borrower)", Broadbent) and court information 
(Page 1 , [0008], lines 5 - 7 and 21 - 29; Esposito); 

requesting information for inclusion into a domestic relations order (Figure 24, 
Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, 
Fay), the requested information including values for one or more of the embedded 
parameters (Figure 24, item showing value " $15000", Page 21, [0238], lines 1 - 3, 
Broadbent 6 ); 

receiving the requested information (Figure 4A, item 401 , Page 9, [0123], lines 3 
- 8, Broadbent 7 ); and 

automatically assembling court-compliant domestic relations order (Page 2 and 
8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay) for submission to a court 
using a first subset of the sample text passages (Page 9, [0120], lines 10-17, 
Broadbent; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14-25, Esposito) and a second subset of the 
requested information (Figure 4D, items 482 and 483, Page 10, [0125] and [0126], lines 
14 - 17 and 18 - 21 ; respectively, Broadbent 8 ; and Page 1 , [0008], lines 8-13, 
Esposito). 



Wherein "1234 any Street" corresponds to the sample text passage claimed. In addition, the text that 
would be entered in the text box (Figure 29, Broadbent) corresponds to another sample text passage 
claimed. 

* Wherein "Current Street Address" corresponds to the embedded parameter claimed. 
Wherein the value "$1 500" corresponds to the value claimed; and "Estimated Property Value" 
corresponds to the parameter claimed. 

7 Wherein examiner interprets information, such as, input borrower, property and originator date as the 
information relating to a domestic relation order claimed. 
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Regarding Claim 14, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving the requested 
information over an electronic communications network (Figure 1 , item 100, typical 
internet network configuration, Page 8, [0116], lines 1 - 7, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 15, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method wherein the electronic communications network is 
one of a local area network, a wide area network, a telephone network, an intranet, or 
the Internet, or any other combination thereof (Figure 1 , item 100, typical internet 
network configuration, Page 8, [0116], lines 1 - 7, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving the requested 
information through an online questionnaire (Figure, 15, Page 5, [0061], lines 5-10, 
Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 17, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving at least a subset of the 
requested information from a previously completed domestic relations order (Page 13, 
[0177], lines 8-13, the previous 'override' application, Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, 
[0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay). 



8 Wherein the file, specifically, the worker compensation and loan completion report correspond to the 
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Regarding Claim 18, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving at least a subset of the 
requested information associated with a participant in an employee benefit plan (Page 
7, [0096], lines 7-9, employment agreement, Broadbent; and Page 1 , [0008], lines 8 - 
13, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 19, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method wherein the employee benefit plan comprises a 
defined contribution plan and a defined benefit plan, or both (Page 7, [0096], lines 7-9, 
employment agreement, Broadbent; and Page 1, [0008], lines 8-13, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 20, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving a subset of the 
requested information associated with a legal representative of a participant in an 
employee benefit plan (Figure 30, "Welcome, Joe Realtor", Page 7, [0097], lines 1 - 7, 
Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 21 , the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving a subset of the 



assembled domestic relations order claimed. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/729,51 7 Page 1 2 

Art Unit: 2162 

requested information from an alternate payee of an employee benefit plan (Figure 22, 
"Married to (which co-borrower)", Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 22, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising receiving at least a subset of the 
requested information associated with a legal representative of the alternate payee of 
an employee benefit plan (Figure 22 and 30, Page 7, [0097], lines 1 - 7, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 23, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising providing a set of rules relating 
to the generating a domestic relations order (Page 4 and 16, [0051] and [0202], lines 1 
-6 and 1 - 3; respectively, Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 
and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay). 

Regarding Claim 24, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method wherein automatically assembly the court- 
compliant domestic order comprises determining the subset of the sample text 
passages based, at least in part, on the rules (Page 9, [0120], lines 10-17, Brpadbent; 
Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay; and Page 1 , 
[0008], lines 8-13, Esposito). 



E. 
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Regarding Claim 26, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a computerized system for producing a domestic relations 
order, comprising: 

means for storing sample text passages for inclusion into a domestic relations 
order, the sample text passages including embedded parameters (Figure 5 and 22, item 
543 and "save" in Figure 22, Page 20, [0219], lines 17 - 22; respectively, Broadbent 9 ; 
and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay) 
comprising an alternate payee Figure 22, "Married to (which co-borrower)", Broadbent) 
and court information (Page 1 , [0008], lines 5 - 7 and 21 - 29; Esposito); 

means for receiving information about a first domestic relations order (Figure 24, 
Broadbent; and Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, 
Fay), the information providing values for one or more of the embedded parameters 
(Figure 24, item showing value " $15000", Page 21, [0238], lines 1 - 3, Broadbent 10 ); 
and 

means for automatically assembling ccjri -compliant domestic relations order 
(Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; respectively, Fay) for 
submission to a court using a first subset of the sample text passages (Page 9, [0120], 
lines 10-17, Broadbent; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14-25, Esposito) and a second 
subset of the received information (Figure 4D, items 482 and 483, Page 10, [0125] and 



^Wherein "First Name", "Last Name", etc correspond to the embedded parameters claimed 

Wherein the value "$1500" corresponds to the value claimed; and "Estimated Property Value" 
corresponds to the parameter claimed. 



E. 
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[0126], lines 14-17 and 18-21; respectively, Broadbent 11 ; and Page 1, [0008], lines 8 
- 13, Esposito). 



Regarding Claim 28, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method further comprising determining one or more 
questions for the online questionnaire based on a rules engine and a subset of the 
requested information (Page 5, [0061], lines 5-10, Broadbent). 

Regarding Claim 29, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method wherein assembling comprises using a document 
template (Page 7, [0073, lines 12-20, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 30, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a method wherein automatically assembling the court- 
compliant domestic relations order comprises using a subset of the requested 
information as input for one or more parameter fields of the document template (Page 9, 
[0120], lines 10-17, Broadbent; Page 2 and 8, [0015] and [0077], lines 1 - 6 and 1 - 8; 
respectively, Fay; and Page 6, [0068], lines 14-25, Esposito). 

Regarding Claim 31 , the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses a system wherein the court-compliant domestic relations 

11 Wherein the file, specifically, the worker compensation and loan completion report correspond to the 
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order is assembled according to one or more predefined document formats (Page 26, 
[0280], lines 14-26, Broadbent; and Page 3, [0037], lines 1 - 8, Esposito). 



9. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Broadbent et al. (Broadbent hereinafter) (US Patent App. Pub. 2001/0047326 A1, 
published: November 29, 2001), in view of Fay et al. (Fay hereinafter) (US Patent 
App. Pub. 2002/0188540 A1, filed: June 8, 2001), in view Esposito (US Patent App. 
Pub. No. 2001/0051906 A1, filed May 1, 2001), and further in view of Cohen et al. 
(Cohen hereinafter) (US Patent App. Pub. No. 2004/0064404 A1, filed: October 1, 
2002). 

Regarding Claim 27, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in 
view of Esposito discloses all the limitations as discussed above including court 
information. However, the combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in view 
of Esposito is silent with respect to a case number. On the other hand, Cohen discloses 
court information and a case number (Page 4, [0042], lines 1 - 8, Cohen). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Cohen's teachings to the system of the 
combination of Broadbent in view of Fay and further in view of Esposito. Skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Cohen (Page 4, [0042], lines 4 - 



assembled domestic relations order claimed. 
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8, Cohen), to provide specific data about a case. In addition, the applied references 
(Broadbent, Fay, Esposito* and Cohen) teach features that are directed to analogous art 
and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, such as, databases management 
systems, court information. This close relation between the applied references highly 
suggests an expectation of success. 
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Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



E. 
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Prior Art Made Of Record 

1 . Broadbent et al. (US Patent App. Pub. 2001/0047326 A1 , published: November 
29, 2001 ) discloses an interface system for mortgage loan originator compliance 
engine. 

2. Hueler (US Patent App. Pub. No. 2003/0004844, filed: April 25, 2001 ) discloses 
an independent annuity placement system and method. 

3. Fay et al. (US 2002/01 88540 A1 ) discloses a method and system for portable 
retirement investment. 

4. Stiff et al. (US 2002/01 94098 A1 ) discloses a system and method for 
guaranteeing minimum periodic retirement income payments using an adjustment 
account. 

5. Florance et al. (US 2003/0078897 A1 ) discloses a system and method for 
collection, distribution, and use of information in connection with commercial real state. 

6. Esposito (US Patent App. Pub. No. 2001/0051 906 A1 , filed May 1 , 2001 ). 

7. Cohen et al. (US Patent App. Pub. No. 2004/0064404 A1 , filed: October 1 , 2002). 



E. 
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Points Of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Giovanna Colan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2752. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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